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This psychic experience of Maurice confirms him in his instinct
and assures him that love is God. The friead is a Persian
expression for Goi and In the Passage 9 the desire for a friend
funs parallel to the desire fer a sexuul partner, and in Aziz's case,
a woman. The second dream also connects his *Iife in time and
life by value* extending it to the furore* Both the dreams
combined together reinforce the ideal of 'salvation* for the
body and the spirit through *>he love of body. But as fancy
parts company with fact, Maurice in reality tastes only
misery In the absence of the 6friend* he had in the dream,
The psychic excursion, however, promises exaltation for the physi.
cal also acd so Maurice hopes to make it real lacantating the
four words * this is my friend*. Alec is the dream's sexual reality.
Fantasy achieves a connection here with reality.

While this 'hormonioBs expansion9 germinates feelings of
tenderness; love and kindaess for Maurice consistent with what hig
'friend* wishes, his body grows partly brutal verging on obscenity,
darkening the spirit of his boyhood in which tie learned to connect
idealism and brutality. As a result, even la receiving * Holy Com-
munion*, he is sure, he would get filthy thoughts in his mind.
So he rejects religion totally and through irreverence to it, he
tries to reach homosexuality with a fellow boy in the school.
The hearts of the two meet but there are ao signs of the flowering
of the feelings.

Dr Barry and Maurice's mother, Mrs Hall became indirectly
instrumental In bringing Maurice and Dickie, the doctor's nepfiew,
together as thouch for fulfilling the 'need' of Maurice, though his
*love* fails in actual experience. Dr Barry asks Maurice to befriend
his nephew at the schD *1 aad Mrs Hail tells the d >ctor to send
him to their house, Dr Barry is nevertheless, for normal sea: and
echoes Mr Dacie's words :wheB he says, "man that is born of
woman must go with woman if the human race is to continue. **io
All talk of heterosexuality becomes appalling to Maurice and he
receives only * darkness * through such a suggestion.

At Cambridge, Maurice Is troubled less by the carnal though
his difficulties do not leave him sfi Be stood still In the darkness
instead of groping abo*-it ia it, as if this was the end for which
body and soul had been so painfully prepared." u Cambridge

11,   Ibid., p. 21.